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Cover picture: The bark of Mediterranean cork oaks (Quercus suber) is  harvested
every 9–12 years, providing an ecosystem service of high socioeconomic value, yet cork
oak savannas are under threat. A new “payment for ecosystem services” is proposed,
which may help promote the ecological and economic viability of this unique ecosystem.

Central photo: Cork harvesting in Portugal; © C Silva

Background photo: Recently harvested cork oak planks; © N Calado 
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Beyond the Frontier: Listen to Miguel Bugalho discussing this topic on
Frontiers’ monthly podcast, at www.frontiersinecology.org.


